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COUNCIL – 27TH FEBRUARY 2020

QUESTIONS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

1. Question submitted by Councillor Shaw to the Leader of the Council 
(Councillor Maher)

Subject: Strand Shopping Centre

In the last year or two various claims have been made in relation to the 
controversial purchase of the Bootle Strand Shopping Centre, including that "the 
income generated will create much-needed funding to support local services."

“Will the Leader please advise me of the amount of funding to support local 
services (from any revenue surplus on the Strand Shopping Centre) contained 
within: -

(1) the 2019/20 budget

(2) the 2020/21 budget”

Response: 

“As previously reported to Council, Members approved that £1m from the operation 
of the strand be used in order to support the council’s revenue budget over both 
2018/19 and 2019/20- £0.500m in each year.”

“At present there is not a requirement for the strand to contribute to the council’s 
revenue budget in 2020/21.  As the council develops its forthcoming budget for 
2021/22 and 2022/23 then this option will be revisited alongside all other proposals 
to ensure that the council remains financially sustainable.”

2. Question submitted by Councillor Shaw to the Cabinet Member for Locality 
Services (Councillor Fairclough)

Subject: Street Gullies

“Cleaning of street gullies is important in order to try and minimise the risk of 
flooding.

Would the Cabinet Member please advise me:

(1) How many gullies are there in the borough cleaned by Sefton MBC?

(2) What is the normal frequency of cleaning of these gullies?

(3) Are some gullies in "hot spot" locations cleaned more frequently?

(4) How often are these cleaned?

(5) How many gullies are cleaned more frequently than referred to in (2) above?”
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Response

(1) 52,000 

(2) Once per year

(3) Yes

(4) Twice per year

(5) 1600

3. Question submitted by Councillor Pugh to the Leader of the Council 
(Councillor Maher)

Subject: Redundancies

“What is the total provision in the 20-21 budget for redundancies and associated 
costs and how many redundancies is this expected to cover?”

Response: 

“Members will be familiar with the fact that over the last 10 years due to the central 
government funding cuts, the council has had to make decisions it did not want to 
with regard to staff redundancies and has sought to work with all officers and the 
trade unions to minimise the impact of this. 

As the budget report outlines on this agenda, it is estimated that the council will 
need to make further savings over the next 3 years in order to remain financially 
sustainable.  As the council has a 3-year Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP) and 
wanted to set a 3-year budget it is effective financial management to provide for 
the cost of change and any financial impact from staff redundancies that will form 
part of this MTFP.  £2m is therefore set aside for this purpose and will be used 
over the next 3 years.

For the forthcoming year no service or staff reductions are proposed to those 
already approved due to the effective financial management that the council has 
undertaken over the last 10 years.”

4. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Leader of the Council 
(Councillor Maher)

Subject: Exclusion of Press and Public/Exempt Information

“In view of Councillor Watson's recent exclusion from observing a meeting of the 
Sefton MBC Cabinet, will the Leader of the Council confirm:

(a) that Councillors are legally NOT the same as 'members of the press and public' 
when it comes to exclusion from Council meetings making decisions.

(b) that all elected Councillors have a 'right to know' information which they 
themselves reasonably and properly deem that they require in order to perform 
their individual duty to their electors to hold the Council to account.
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(c) that there is nothing in law which deems a presumption that any ordinary 
Councillor is any less likely to be able to retain confidential information than any 
other, including Cabinet Members.

(d) that all Councillors' individual rights and duty to hold the Council and Cabinet to 
account includes the right to hold the Council and Cabinet to account for its 
decisions and their outcomes concerning commercial and financial matters.

(e) that the rights and duties of Councillors are bestowed upon each council as a 
result of their election as an individual member of the Council and not through their 
membership of any political organisation or grouping.

and will the Leader of the Council instruct the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer 
to prepare and make available to Councillors a concise document covering the 
precise circumstances in which Sefton Council presently considers that a Local 
Authority (or a Committee of it, particularly the Cabinet) is permitted to (a) exclude 
Councillors from a committee and (b) deny Councillors from receipt of documents 
which were used in or which were pertinent to any decision made by any officer, 
Cabinet Member or committee (including Cabinet) of the Council.”

Response:

“As I have said in reply to similar questions at previous Council meetings (19.09.19 
and 21.11.19) the Council will at all times comply with Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements)(Meetings and Access to Information)(England) Regulations 2012 in 
relation to the holding of private meetings and the disclosure of reports. Those 
regulations and the Local Government Act 1972 provide that should the Cabinet or 
other committee pass a resolution to hold a meeting in private or a part of a 
meeting in private, then the effect of such a resolution is remove the right of 
anyone to attend the meeting other than members of the Cabinet or the committee 
in question and invited officers.

(a) It follows from the above that for these purposes councillors are the 
same as members of the press and public.  

(b) I am advised that the relevant case law on the subject of a member’s 
access to documentation held by the Council refers to a member’s ‘need 
to know’ not the member’s ‘right to know’. A member would have to 
satisfy the Council’s Chief Legal and Democratic Officer that he or she 
has such a ‘need to know’.

(c) Not that I am aware of but there are laws about how confidential 
information is shared with councillors.

(d) I can and this evening is a good example of all 66 councillors 
considering the council’s “financial matters” by voting on the budget.

(e) I agree.

In light of my answer, I don’t see the need to instruct the Chief Legal and 
Democratic Officer to produce any such document.”

Page 395

Agenda Item 6



5. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Cabinet Member for 
Locality Services (Councillor Fairclough)

Subject: Sinkhole, Oak Street, Southport
“When is the Council preparing to approve or enable the botching of the present 
botched botch on the 'sinkhole' in the middle of the southern stretch of Oak Street, 
Southport?”

Response:

“Sorry, I don’t understand your question.”

6. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Cabinet Member for 
Regulatory, Compliance and Corporate Services (Councillor Lappin)

Subject: Bootle and Southport Golf Course

“For the past three years for which figures are available, what have been the 
overall operating turnover and profit/loss of the Council's (a) Southport and (b) 
Bootle Golf Courses.”

Response: 

a) Southport Golf

           2016/17
Operating turnover £274,658
Surplus £28,441

2017/18
Operating turnover £259,564
Surplus £34,867

           2018/19 
           Operating turnover £311,055
           Loss £46,931

b) Bootle Golf

2016/17
Operation turnover £290,468
Surplus £69,462

2017/18
Operating turnover £252,798
Surplus £77,778

           2018/19
Operating turnover 284,672

           Surplus £33,853
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7. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Cabinet Member for 
Locality Services (Councillor Fairclough) 

Subject: Metal railings which border the various bridges across the railway 
lines
“Is Sefton MBC or Network Rail responsible for the maintenance of the metal 
railings which border the various bridges across the railway lines and bordering the 
highway ramps leading to such bridges in Southport and elsewhere in the 
Borough?”

Response:

“Your question is not specific enough.”

8. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Cabinet Member for 
Regulatory, Compliance and Corporate Services (Councillor Lappin)

Subject: Victoria Baths Building

“Reports of the potential liability to bring the listed Victoria Baths building on 
Southport's Promenade/Nevill Street junction to appropriate state have suggested 
that the potential overall cost might approach £6 million. Could the Cabinet 
Member (a) provide a breakdown of the cost elements which might contribute to 
such a liability; (b) state whether the custodianship of the building by Sefton MBC 
or any occupant of any part of the building has contributed to the present liability; 
and (c) provide a concise statement as to an assessment of realistic opportunities 
available to the Council to fund and complete the necessary remedial work?”

Response: 

a) “Following building condition surveys undertaken in 2015 and 2019 the cost 
of a comprehensive and full restoration was estimated to be in the region of 
£6 million, but a detailed breakdown was only prepared for the ‘urgent 
building fabric repair element’ of this, which was estimated to be £500k.  
About one third of the building is leased to a private tenant who is responsible 
for repairs within that portion, therefore approximately £350k would be the 
responsibility of Sefton Council.  The Council has since put together a full 
schedule of repair works, obtained tenders for this work from three 
contractors and these are within this cost estimate.  The Council has recently 
undertaken some urgent works of a health and safety nature, to ensure the 
safety of the public and repair some areas of water ingress.  This work cost 
c£30k and were completed in Summer 2019.”

b) “The works are required due to the age of the property and primarily 
weathering of the external fabric due to its exposed coastal location.  
The Council has been trying to market the vacant portion of the building for 
many years and this is continuing.  Whilst two thirds of the building has been 
vacant for about 15 years, it is regularly inspected and is secure.”

c) “The Council has given approval to set aside a sum of money to carry out the 
urgent remedial works required, as a result of the deterioration of the 
property, to the areas of the property that fall within the Council’s 
responsibility.
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It is hoped that the marketing exercise will generate interest from a proposed 
purchaser for the whole site, who will then enter in negotiations with the 
Council to bring about a suitable redevelopment scheme and bring it back 
into use.

Alongside this, the Council will look into possibilities of funding from other 
sources, such as the Town Fund Deal.”

9. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Cabinet Member for 
Regulatory, Compliance and Corporate Services (Councillor Lappin)

Subject: Victoria Baths Building

“Could the Cabinet Member catalogue in outline what efforts have been made to 
find a tenant for the vacant unit within the Victoria Baths Building on the Nevill 
Street/Promenade corner in Southport - and the outcome of these efforts?”

Response: 

“I believe you are making particular reference to the letting out of the former QV 
bar only, as opposed to the whole site.  There have been enquiries in relation to 
the letting of this part only, however it wouldn’t be possible to rent out this part of 
the property in isolation due to its current condition and the money required to bring 
it up to a lettable standard.  The Council’s priority now is a redevelopment scheme 
for the whole site.  

In response to the need to seek a permanent and long-term solution for the future 
use of the whole of the Victoria Baths site, a marketing exercise is currently 
underway (following longstanding dialogue with the current tenant of the Victoria 
Leisure Gym and potential investors to secure options for a sustainable future for 
the entire site – both with and without the current tenant).

The current tenant was approached in 2019 following the completion of a detailed 
survey of the entire site, to establish their potential interest in taking on the parts of 
the building not covered by their current leasehold interest. Having established that 
there was no interest from the current tenant, a marketing exercise has now 
commenced, armed with an updated schedule of works required to bring the whole 
building back into use.

In addition to the contact with the current tenant, interest in the building has 
recently generated a number of enquiries locally and a level of discussion has 
taken place, but without these enquiries leading to any formal approach. 

A marketing agency with specialist expert knowledge in dealing with heritage 
property has now been appointed and once appropriate marketing material is 
prepared, this will be used both locally and nationally in a target manner in an effort 
to identify a future owner/occupier. We would anticipate this marketing exercise 
taking place in Spring 2020.”
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10. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Cabinet Member for 
Regulatory, Compliance and Corporate Services (Councillor Lappin)

Subject: Climate Change – Bootle and Southport Town Halls

“Given the Council's espoused commitment to address climate change, will the 
Council commission an immediate energy audit of all significant Council owned 
and operated buildings, commencing with the Southport and Bootle Town Halls?”

Response:

“As has been recently reported to each overview and scrutiny committee, a 
baseline position for the Council is being developed in respect of its carbon 
emissions.  This will include these buildings.”

11. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Cabinet Member for 
Locality Services (Councillor Fairclough)

Subject: Exemption for Use of Wheelie Bins

“What percentage of the households in (a) Bootle and (b) Southport are presently 
exempted from requirement to utilise wheelie bins for domestic waste?”

Response:

“The percentage of households in: -

a) Bootle - 9%
b) Southport - 1%”

12. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Cabinet Member for 
Locality Services (Councillor Fairclough)

Subject: Brown, Green and Grey Bins

“Since the introduction of brown and green recycling bins within the Borough, 
unlike the situation in numerous other local authorities the size of the allocated 
grey bins for each household has remained unaltered. Could the Cabinet Member 
give a concise statement as to the Council's reasoning in making/not making this 
decision?”

Response:

“There is currently a ‘White paper’ being enacted by the current Government 
(supported by all parties in the House of Commons) as forms part of the new 
Environment Bill 2020, which is currently in the House of Lords for its final reading, 
and it is expected to become law by April 2020.

This will mean by 2023 or 2024 Councils who have reduced bin sizes of grey bins 
or reduced frequency will be obliged to return under statute to a minimum 
fortnightly collection of a 240 litre (grey) bin which Sefton currently operates.”
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13. Question submitted by Councillor Dawson to the Leader of the Council 
(Councillor Maher)

Subject: Bootle Strand Shopping Centre

“What is the most currently available official estimate of the present value of the 
Bootle Strand shopping centre and how does this compare to (a) the stated value 
when the property was purchased and (b) the net operating profit brought in from 
this property in the years since its purchase? What are the present estimates of 
immediate (within 5 years) required capital expenditure on the property?”

Response:

What is the most currently available official estimate of the present value of 
the Bootle Strand Shopping Centre? 

“The valuation of the Bootle Strand Shopping Centre was £27,220,000 as of 31st 
March 2019 (this was reported in the 2018/2019 statement of accounts). 

(a) The stated value when the property was purchased? 
When the Strand was purchased, a red book valuation was commissioned to 
inform negotiations and ensure that the Council agreed a purchase price below the 
valuation. The purchase price of the Strand cannot be shared as this information 
continues to be commercially confidential under Contract. However, it was 
disclosed to Overview and Scrutiny Committee (press and public were excluded). 
The Council commissions a new valuation each year in line with its Asset 
Management Strategy. 

Summary of the surplus generated by the asset: 

Year £m

2017/18 1.000

2018/19 0.162

Total 1.162

(b) What are the present estimates of immediate (within 5 years) required 
capital expenditure on the property?

£0 - there are no current additional proposals for expenditure.”
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Council – 27 February 2020

Agenda Item 11 - Revenue and Capital Budget Plan 2020/21 – 2022/23 and 
Council Tax 2020/21 – Final Update 

1. Introduction
 

1.1. The Council is legally required to agree its budget and set a Council Tax for 
2020/21 on or before 10 March 2020. 

 
1.2. This paper provides final information on the level of resource required by levying 

bodies, plus agreed precepts from the Police & Crime Commissioner, the Fire & 
Rescue Authority Liverpool City Region Combined Authority (Mayoral Precept) 
and local parish councils. 

1.3. The recommendation to Council on the Authority’s Budget and Council Tax level 
for 2020/21 is contained on the main agenda. Assuming this is approved 
unaltered at the Budget Council meeting, the overall Council Tax level for 2020/21 
is set out below. The formal resolution for Council is also attached as an 
Appendix.  If any amendments to the proposed Council Tax level for 2020/21 are 
made at the Budget Council meeting, a new Council Tax Resolution will be 
circulated.
 

 
2. Charges relating to External / Levying Bodies

 
2.1. The Council is required to pay charges relating to levies from external bodies. 

The expected amounts to be paid in 2020/21, and their impact on Sefton’s budget 
compared to 2019/20, is shown in the table below: -   

Levying Body 2019/20 2020/21 Change
£ £ £

Liverpool City Region Combined 
Authority (LCRCA) - Transport 
Levy

18,490,000 18,851,000 361,000

Recycling and Waste Authority 15,442,157 15,622,453  180,296
Environment Agency 157,430 159,713 2,283
Inshore Fisheries & 
Conservation Authority

66,723 68,057 1,334

Port Health Authority 27,000 94,500 67,500
34,183,310 34,795,723 612,413

3. Precepts 
 
3.1. Police & Crime Commissioner and Fire & Rescue Precepts 

The Police and Crime Commissioner set a budget / precept on 18 February 2020, 
with a Band C increase of 4.95% (or £10 on a Band D property). The Fire and 
Rescue Authority set its budget / precept for 2020/21 on 27 February 2020; with 
a Band C increase of 1.98% being approved by the Authority. 
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Precept Band C
2019/20 2020/21 Change 2019/20 2020/21 Change

£ £ £ £ £ %
Police 16,981,090 17,997,190 1,016,100 179.53 188.42 4.95

Fire 6,628,654 6,826,314 197,660 70.08 71.47 1.98

3.2. LCRCA Mayoral Precept 

To be able to deliver the Mayor’s key priorities in 2020/21 a Mayoral Precept is 
levied on Council Taxpayers across the region, with no increase in the charge 
approved at the Authority’s meeting on 24 January 2020. 

Precept Band C
2019/20 2020/21 Change 2019/20 2020/21 Change

£ £ £ £ £ %
Mayoral 1,597,463 1,613,184 15,721 16.89 16.89 0.00

3.3. Parishes 

The Parish precepts and variations are highlighted below: - 
 

Precept Band C
2019/20 2020/21 Change 2019/20 2020/21 Change

£ £ £ £ £ %
Aintree Village 114,100 153,196 39,096 49.07 65.56 33.61
Formby 91,032 91,689 657 8.85 8.85 0.00
Hightown 5,460 9,000 3,540 5.57 9.16 64.45
Ince Blundell 2,009 2,400 391 10.68 12.52 17.23
Little Altcar 3,326 3,319 -7 8.85 8.85 0.00
Lydiate 156,606 166,002 9,396 67.40 71.22 5.67
Maghull 652,974 701,280 48,306 87.32 92.12 5.50
Melling 35,000 36,050 1,050 30.84 31.58 2.40
Sefton 7,000 10,000 3,000 25.96 37.48 44.38
Thornton 5,000 6,000 1,000 5.77 6.76 17.16

1,072,507 1,178,936

4. Summary of Budget Proposals for 2020/21

4.1. As a result of the information contained within the main report and this update the 
bridging of the 2020/21 funding gap is shown as follows:

2020/21
£’m

Government Funding -7.094

Key MTFP updated assumptions 12.010

Non-Recurring Savings 4.229

Revised MTFP Funding Gap 9.145Page 402
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Potential Budget Options -6.558

Potential Additions to the Budget 4.030

Potential Additional Funding -1.298

Revised MTFP Funding Gap – excluding Council Tax 5.319

Council Tax – Core increase (1.99%) -2.653
Adult Social Care Precept (2.00%) -2.666

Balanced Budget 0.000

A summary of the budget for 2020/21 is shown in a revised Appendix B.

5. Recommended Council Tax for 2020/21
 

5.1. Council are recommended to approve the Budget for 2020/21, as set out in the 
main report.
 

5.2. The recommended overall Band C Council Tax to be raised for 2020/21 
(excluding Parish Precepts) is as follows: -

2019/20 2020/21 Increase
£ £ %

Sefton 1,395.82 1,451.58 3.99
Police & Crime Commissioner 179.53 188.42 4.95
Fire & Rescue Authority 70.08 71.47 1.98
Mayoral Precept 16.89 16.89 0.00

1,662.32 1,728.36 3.97

6. Fees and Charges 2020/21

6.1. At the time of publishing the original report there were a small number of fees and 
charges that were still to be determined. These have now been determined and 
are shown in an addendum to Appendix C.

6.2. In addition, an amendment to the fees and charges proposal relating to Ainsdale 
and Southport Beach Parking has been developed. This is also shown in the 
addendum to Appendix C.

7. Capital Programme 2020/21 – 2021/22 - Update

7.1. An additional scheme was approved by Cabinet on 6 February 2020.  The 
scheme is included in the overall Capital Programme, shown in a revised 
Appendix D, to be approved by Budget Council.

Stephan Van Arendsen
Executive Director Corporate Resources and Customer Services
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Economic Growth and Housing 

Service Details
VAT 

Rate
Current Charge 2019/20

Charge if increased by 

CPI inflation (*) 2020/21
2020/21 Charge 2020/21 Increase

£ £ £ £

Housing Standards

 

HMO Licensing Mandatory

HMO Licensing Fees are currently subject to consultation and confirmation of future arrangements. They will be issued for 5 years (rather than 3) and there is an additional fee for larger HMOs.

A first application for a licence with up to 6 units of accommodation O 850.00 862.75 850.00 0.00

For the renewal of an existing licence made before the current licence expires O 800.00 812.00 800.00 0.00

Where an application for the renewal of an existing licence is made after the expiry of 

the current licence
O 850.00 862.75 850.00 0.00

Additional Unit Fees (An additional unit charge will be added to all properties 

with over 6 units of accommodation)

For 7 - 12 units of accommodation O 150.00 152.25 150.00 0.00

For 30 - 20 units of accommodation O 250.00 253.75 250.00 0.00

For 21+ units of accommodation O 350.00 355.25 350.00 0.00

Discount for accreditation O 150.00 152.25 150.00 0.00

Additional HMO Scheme (5 years from March 2018)

Full Fee 850.00 862.75 850.00 0.00

Additional Unit Fees (An additional unit charge will be added to all properties 

with over 6 units of accommodation)

For 7 - 12 units of accommodation O 150.00 152.25 150.00 0.00

For 13 - 20 units of accommodation O 250.00 253.75 250.00 0.00

For 21+ units of accommodation O 350.00 355.25 350.00 0.00

Discount for accreditation O 150.00 152.25 150.00 0.00

Discount for Accredited Managing Agent (licence holder) O 200.00 203.00 200.00 0.00

Discount Early Bird application O 50.00 50.75 50.00 0.00

Red Rose Caravan Park, Broad Lane, Formby - Pitch Rent

Single Pitch per week E 72.10 73.18 73.20 1.10

Double Pitch per week E 79.20 80.39 80.40 1.20

Single let as double per week E 75.80 76.94 77.00 1.20

S Standard Rated (20%)

E Exempt

O Outside the scope

N Zero Rated

(*) CPI Inflation rate @ November 2019 1.50%

SEFTON MBC FEES AND CHARGES 2020/21 Appendix C (Addendum)
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Economic Growth and Housing 

Service Details
VAT 

Rate
Current Charge 2019/20

Charge if increased by 

CPI inflation (*) 2020/21
2020/21 Charge 2020/21 Increase

£ £ £ £

Selective Licensing Scheme (5 years from March 2018)

Full Fee O 695.00 705.43 695.00 0.00

Additional Unit Fees (An additional unit charge will be added to all properties 

with over 6 units of accommodation)

For 7 - 12 units of accommodation O 150.00 152.25 150.00 0.00

For 13 - 20 units of accommodation O 250.00 253.75 250.00 0.00

For 21+ units of accommodation O 350.00 355.25 350.00 0.00

Discount for accreditation O 150.00 152.25 150.00 0.00

Discount for Accredited Managing Agent (licence holder) O 200.00 203.00 200.00 0.00

Discount for Early Bird application O 75.00 76.13 75.00 0.00

Supply of Reports/Information

Statement of Facts S 133.50 135.50 135.50 2.00

Immigration Certificate O 133.50 135.50 135.50 2.00

Pre or new purchase inspection of HMO/purpose built flats S 133.50 135.50 135.50 2.00

Service of Housing Act 2004 Notices 

Improvement notice (sec 11 or 12) O 390.00 395.85 395.00 5.00

Prohibition Order O 390.00 395.85 395.00 5.00

Emergency Prohibition Order O 390.00 395.85 395.00 5.00

Emergency Remedial Action O 198.00 200.97 200.00 2.00

Hazard Awareness Notice O 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Review of Suspended Improvement Notice O 130.00 131.95 132.00 2.00

Review of Suspended Prohibition Order O 130.00 131.95 132.00 2.00

Demolition Order (Sec 265, Housing Act 1985) O 390.00 395.85 395.00 5.00

S Standard Rated (20%)

E Exempt

O Outside the scope

N Zero Rated

(*) CPI Inflation rate @ November 2019 1.50%
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Communities

Service Details
VAT 

Rate
Current Charge 2019/20

Charge if increased by 

CPI inflation (*) 2020/21
2020/21 Charge 2020/21 Increase

£ £ £ £

Housing Options Service

Lonsdale Homeless Accommodation unit

Rents

2 bedspaces O 10.98 11.14 10.98 0.00

3 bedspaces O 12.07 12.25 12.07 0.00

4 bedspaces O 13.35 13.55 13.35 0.00

6 bedspaces O 14.42 14.64 14.42 0.00

Water & heating charges

2 bedspaces R 2.78 2.82 2.78 0.00

3 bedspaces R 2.94 2.98 2.94 0.00

4 bedspaces R 2.94 2.98 2.94 0.00

6 bedspaces R 3.52 3.57 3.52 0.00

Management Charge (agreed effective from June 2016) O 6.50 6.60 6.50 0.00

These are now daily charges - previously reported as weekly

R Reduced Rate (5%)

S Standard Rated (20%)

E Exempt

O Outside the scope

N Zero Rated

(*) CPI Inflation rate @ November 2019 1.50%
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LOCALITY SERVICES - GREEN SEFTON

Service Details
VAT 

Rate
Current Charge 2019/20

Charge if increased by 

CPI inflation (*) 2020/21
2020/21 Charge 2019/20 Increase

£ £ £

Ainsdale and Southport Beach Parking
Admission (All Day 10.00 - 20.30 tba) S 6.00 6.00 8.00 2.00

NEW Admission (Late Fee 16.00 - 20.30 tba) S n/a n/a 4.00 n/a

Standard Season ticket (Foreshore Ticket) covers Southport and Ainsdale S 45.00 45.00 60.00 15.00

NEW Season ticket (Foreshore Ticket) covers Southport and Ainsdale - for Sefton 

Residents or Non-Sefton Residents with a Hybrid or Electric Car
S 45.00 45.00 30.00 -15.00 

Horseboxes and/or minibus (All Day 10.00 - 20.30 tba) S 10.00 10.00 14.00 4.00

NEW Horseboxes and/or minibus (Late Fee 16.00 - 20.30) S N/a N/a 7.00 N/a

NEW Vehicle Recovery Direct - Outside the defined parking area (Limited availability - 

e.g. if inhouse team/ tractor are available)
S N/a N/a 100.00 N/a

NEW Vehicle Recovery Administration (if via external contractor) S N/a N/a 50.00 N/a

NEW unauthorised vehicle access charge S N/a N/a 100.00 N/a

Green Sefton:Enterprise 

Site Inspection, measuring, evaluation - per hour S N/a N/a

to be set by Head of Locality 

Services in agreement with 

Cabinet Member

N/a

General Maintenance - cleansing, weeding, planting etc - per hour S N/a N/a

to be set by Head of Locality 

Services in agreement with 

Cabinet Member

N/a

Machinery work - Tractor, Ride on etc - per hour S N/a N/a

to be set by Head of Locality 

Services in agreement with 

Cabinet Member

N/a

Digger work - per hour S N/a N/a

to be set by Head of Locality 

Services in agreement with 

Cabinet Member

N/a

S Standard Rated (20%)

E Exempt

O Outside the scope

N Zero Rated

(*) CPI Inflation rate @ November 2019 1.50%
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COUNCIL TAX 2020/2021: 

RESOLVED 

1. Note that at its meeting on 23rd January 2020, the Council calculated the following amounts for the 
year 2020/2021 in accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) (England) 
Regulations 1992 (as amended): 

(a) 84,904.40 Band D equivalent properties, for the whole area [item T in the formula in 
Section 31B of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, as amended]; and

(b) for dwellings in those parts of its area to which a Parish precept relates as shown in the table 
below:

Parish Council Tax Base
(Band D Equivalent Properties)

Aintree Village 2,077.30
Formby 9,205.70
Hightown 873.10
Ince Blundell 170.50
Little Altcar 333.30
Lydiate 2,072.00
Maghull 6,766.50
Melling 1,014.70
Sefton 237.20
Thornton 788.80

2. Calculate that the Council Tax requirement for the Council's own purposes for 2020/2021 (excluding 
Parish Precepts) is £138,651,433.

3. That the following amounts be calculated by the Council for the year 2020/2021 in accordance with 
Sections 31 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992: 

(a) £614,048,577 Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the 
items set out in Section 31A(2) of the Act taking into account all precepts 
issued to it by Parish Councils.

(b) -£474,218,208 Being the aggregate amounts which the Council estimates for the items set 
out in Section 31A(3) of the Act.

(c) £139,830,369 Being the amount by which the aggregate at 3(a) above exceeds the 
aggregate at 3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with 
Section 31A(4) of the Act as its Council Tax requirement for the year (item 
R in the formula in Section 31B of the Act).

(d) £1,646.92 Being the amount at 3(c) above (item R), divided by the amount at 1(a) 
above (item T), calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 31B 
of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year (including 
Parish Precepts).

(e) £1,178,936 Being the aggregate amount of all special items (Parish Precepts) referred 
to in Section 34(1) of the Act. 

(f) £1,633.03 Being the amount at 3(d) above, less the amount given by dividing the 
amount at 3(e) above by the amount at 1(a) above (item T), calculated by 
the Council, in accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act, as the basic 
amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area 
to which no special item relates.
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(g) The amounts below, being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 3(f) above the amounts of the 
special items relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above divided in each 
case by the amount at 1(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the 
Act as basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which 
special items relate.

Parish

Aintree Village 

Formby

Hightown

Ince Blundell

Little Altcar

Lydiate

Maghull

Melling

Sefton

Thornton

       £

 1,706.78

 1,642.99

 1,643.34

 1,647.11

 1,642.99

 1,713.15

 1,736.67

 1,668.56

 1,675.19

 1,640.64

(h) The amounts below being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 3(f) and 3(g) above by the 
number which, in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a 
particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed 
in valuation Band D, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the 
amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different 
valuation bands.

Property Valuation Band
Proportion 
of Band D

A
6/9

B
7/9

C
8/9

D
9/9

E
11/9

F
13/9

G
15/9

H
18/9

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Parish

Aintree 
Village 1,137.85 1,327.50 1,517.14 1,706.78 2,086.06 2,465.35 2,844.63 3,413.56

Formby 1,095.33 1,277.88 1,460.44 1,642.99 2,008.10 2,373.21 2,738.32 3,285.98

Hightown 1,095.56 1,278.15 1,460.75 1,643.34 2,008.53 2,373.71 2,738.90 3,286.68

Ince 
Blundell 1,098.07 1,281.09 1,464.10 1,647.11 2,013.13 2,379.16 2,745.18 3,294.22

Little 
Altcar 1,095.33 1,277.88 1,460.44 1,642.99 2,008.10 2,373.21 2,738.32 3,285.98

Lydiate 1,142.10 1,332.45 1,522.80 1,713.15 2,093.85 2,474.55 2,855.25 3,426.30

Maghull 1,157.78 1,350.74 1,543.71 1,736.67 2,122.60 2,508.52 2,894.45 3,473.34

Melling 1,112.37 1,297.77 1,483.16 1,668.56 2,039.35 2,410.14 2,780.93 3,337.12

Sefton 1,116.79 1,302.93 1,489.06 1,675.19 2,047.45 2,419.72 2,791.98 3,350.38

Thornton 1,093.76 1,276.05 1,458.35 1,640.64 2,005.23 2,369.81 2,734.40 3,281.28
        

All Other 
Parts
of the 
Council's 
Area

1,088.69 1,270.13 1,451.58 1,633.03 1,995.93 2,358.82 2,721.72 3,266.06
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4. Note that for the year 2020/2021 the major precepting authorities have stated the following 
amounts in precepts issued to the Council in accordance with Section 40 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

Property Valuation Band 
Proportion of A B C D E F G H 
Band D 6/9 7/9 8/9 9/9 11/9 13/9 15/9 18/9 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Precepting Authority
 
Merseyside Fire & 
Rescue Authority 53.60 62.53 71.47 80.40 98.27 116.13 134.00 160.80

Merseyside Police 
and Crime 
Commissioner

141.31 164.87 188.42 211.97 259.07 306.18 353.28 423.94

Liverpool City 
Region Combined 
Authority

12.67 14.78 16.89 19.00 23.22 27.44 31.67 38.00

5. The Council, in accordance with Sections 30 and 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992, hereby sets the aggregate amounts shown in the table below as the amounts of Council 
Tax for 2020/2021 for each part of its area and for each of the categories of dwellings.

Property Valuation Band 
Proportion 
of 

A B C D E F G H 

Band D 6/9 7/9 8/9 9/9 11/9 13/9 15/9 18/9 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Parish 

Aintree 
Village 1,345.43 1,569.68 1,793.92 2,018.15 2,466.62 2,915.10 3,363.58 4,036.30

Formby 1,302.91 1,520.06 1,737.22 1,954.36 2,388.66 2,822.96 3,257.27 3,908.72

Hightown 1,303.14 1,520.33 1,737.53 1,954.71 2,389.09 2,823.46 3,257.85 3,909.42

Ince 
Blundell 1,305.65 1,523.27 1,740.88 1,958.48 2,393.69 2,828.91 3,264.13 3,916.96

Little 
Altcar 1,302.91 1,520.06 1,737.22 1,954.36 2,388.66 2,822.96 3,257.27 3,908.72

Lydiate 1,349.68 1,574.63 1,799.58 2,024.52 2,474.41 2,924.30 3,374.20 4,049.04

Maghull 1,365.36 1,592.92 1,820.49 2,048.04 2,503.16 2,958.27 3,413.40 4,096.08

Melling 1,319.95 1,539.95 1,759.94 1,979.93 2,419.91 2,859.89 3,299.88 3,959.86

Sefton 1,324.37 1,545.11 1,765.84 1,986.56 2,428.01 2,869.47 3,310.93 3,973.12

Thornton 1,301.34 1,518.23 1,735.13 1,952.01 2,385.79 2,819.56 3,253.35 3,904.02

All Other 
Parts of 
the 
Council's 
Area 

1,296.27 1,512.31 1,728.36 1,944.40 2,376.49 2,808.57 3,240.67 3,888.80

6. The Council's basic amount of Council Tax for 2020/2021 is not deemed to be excessive in 
accordance with the principles approved under Section 52ZB of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992.
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